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SUBJECT: POLICY OBJECTIVES FOR BELGIUM 1975 

1 . FOLLOWING INTERAGENCY DISCUSSION AND REVIEW, BASED 
PRIMARILY ON EMBASSY'S EXCELLENT ANNUAL POLICY ASSESSMENT, 
THE FOLLOWING OUTLINE OF US INTERESTS AND OBJECTIVES IN 
BELGIUM HAS BEEN AGREED UPON. FOLLOWING TEXT SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED AS CURRENT POLICY GUIDANCE. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. US INTERESTS AND POLICY OBJECTIVES FOR 
BELGIUM 1975. 

US INTERESTS 

A. POLITICAL: MAINTENANCE OF ALLIED COHESION AND PRO- 
MOTION OF US POLICIES IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND 
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IN THIRD COUNTRIES. 
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B. ECONOMIC: FURTHERANCE OF US INTERESTS IN TRADE, 
INVESTMENT, TRANSPORTATION, AND ENERGY. 

C. DEFENSE: MAINTENANCE OF STRONG ALLIED DEFENSE 
EFFORT. 

D. CULTURE AND INFORMATION: PROMOTION OF GREATER 
AWARENESS OF THE US AND ITS POLICIES AND OF MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN COUNTRIES. 

OBJECTIVES 

A. POLITICAL: ENCOURAGE BELGIAN SUPPORT FOR THE 
ATLANTIC ALLIANCE, FOR WESTERN EUROPEAN UNITY WITHIN THE 
CONTEXT OF A STRENGTHENED ALLIANCE, AND FOR US POLICIES 
IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND THIRD COUNTRIES. 

-CONSULT CLOSELY WITH BELGIANS ON NATO ISSUES AND KEEP 
THEM AWARE OF NATURE AND EXTENT OF SOVIET THREAT. 

-EMPHASIZE US INTEREST IN EUROPEAN UNITY IN FRAMEWORK 
OF ATLANTIC ALLIANCE WITHOUT BECOMING INVOLVED IN 
QUESTION OF TIMING AND COURSE OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION. 

-KEEP BELGIANS INFORMED OF US POLICIES AND OF MAJOR US 
DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVES IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND 
THIRD COUNTRIES. CONSULT IN ADVANCE WITH BELGIANS WHEN 
THEIR SUPPORT IS BEING SOUGHT. 

-MAINTAIN COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH BELGIANS 
REGARDING ZAIRE, RWANDA, AND BURUNDI. 

B. ECONOMIC: PROMOTE BELGIAN SUPPORT OF OUR ENERGY 
POLICIES, FURTHER US COMMERCIAL INTERESTS IN BELGIUM, 

AND RESOLVE THE CIVIL AVIATION ISSUE. 

-AVOID A CONFRONTATION WITH THE BELGIANS ON THE SABENA 
QUESTION BY REACHING AN ACCOMMODATION WHICH WILL MEET 
OUR OBJECTIVES WITH AS LITTLE DAMAGE AS POSSIBLE TO OUR 
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BILATERAL RELATIONS AND WITHOUT LETTING THE BELGIANS 
LINK IT TO OTHER ISSUES. 

-MAINTAIN CLOSE COORDINATION WITH BELGIANS ON ENERGY 
MATTERS AND COOPERATE CLOSELY WITH BELGIUM IN IEA. 

-ENCOURAGE EXPORTS OF US GOODS AND SERVICES TO BELGIUM 
THROUGH COUNTRY COMMERCIAL PROGRAM. 
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-MAINTAIN DIALOGUE ON INTERNATIONAL MONETARY AND TRADE 
AFFAIRS AND AVOID EXCLUDING BELGIANS FROM INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC FORA. 

-FACILITATE BELGIAN INVESTMENT IN US PRIMARILY BY SUP- 
PORTING STATE GOVERNMENT INVESTMENT ACTIVITIES AND 
ENCOURAGE BELGIAN TOURIST TRAVEL TO US. 

-ENCOURAGE BELGIAN SUPPORT FOR COOPERATION BY THE EC ON 
TRADE POLICY ISSUES ESPECIALLY IN THE MULTILATERAL TRADE 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

C. DEFENSE: ENCOURAGE A STRONG BELGIAN DEFENSE COMMIT 
MENT AND CONTRIBUTION AS WELL AS RATIONALIZATION AND 
STANDARDIZATION OF THE NATO DEFENSE EFFORT. 

-PROMOTE BELGIAN PURCHASE OF US MILITARY EQUIPMENT BOTH 
TO FOSTER STANDARDIZATION AND TO INCREASE EXPORTS. 

-SEEK TO PURCHASE BELGIAN MILITARY EQUIPMENT WHERE THE 
PRICE IS COMPETITIVE AND THE EQUIPMENT MEETS OUR 
MILITARY REQUIREMENTS IN ORDER TO ENCOURAGE STANDARDIZA- 
TION. 

D. CULTURE AND INFORMATION: PROMOTE BETTER UNDER- 
STANDING OF US POLICIES AND WAY OF LIFE AMONG BELGIAN 
LEADERS AND GENERAL PUBLIC AS WELL AS INCREASED CONTACTS 
BETWEEN INFLUENTIAL MEMBERS OF BOTH SOCIETIES. 

-STRENGTHEN INTERNATIONAL VISITORS PROGRAM AND 
ENCOURAGE OTHER EXCHANGES. 
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-PROMOTE AWARENESS OF US POLICIES THROUGH ACTIVE PRESS 
AND INFORMATION PROGRAM. END TEXT KISSINGER 
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